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I frequently get asked the question from readers “ h o w d o I b e c o m e a
writer?”
I ﬁnd it slightly ironic that I usually get that question via email, so the
inevitable answer becomes “well, you already are a writer.”
But what about those people who simply want to get better at writing?
As far as I’m concerned, writing is the most important skill one can
have.
Being a good writer leads to
being a better and more
coherent thinker.
It’s also one of the few
mediums that no matter
what you do, or who you are
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in life, you will write nearly every day.
Whether it’s simply sending an email or updating your Facebook
status, being able to clearly articulate your thoughts is an incredibly
valuable skill.
Over the last week, you’ve probably seen a lot of people on your
Facebook feed who both can and cannot articulate their ideas well –
and there’s been a lot of animosity between both given the
extraordinary political times our world is in.
Regardless of whether it’s in your personal or professional life, it’s
impossible to deny how valuable the skill is.
But just because we all write, doesn’t necessarily mean we’re all
“writers”.
In this post, I’m not only going to teach you how to become a better
writer, but I’m going to help you understand why it’s so important to
continue developing your writing skills in the process.

How to Become a Writer in 10
Easy Steps
Below are ten of the things that I’ve done and members of our
Location Rebel Academy community have done to hone their writing
skills.

1) Become a Better Reader
All of the best writers I know are also voracious readers. The more you
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read, and speciﬁcally the more books you read, the more you’re
exposed to high-quality writing.
Without realizing this, you are internalizing the elements of the text,
and you’ll slowly ﬁnd yourself beginning to implement them in your
own writing.
Not only this, reading gives you ideas. Lots and lots of ideas. And the
more ideas you have, the easier it becomes to put them down on
paper.

Resources for Becoming a Better Reader:
Try These Books – Want to get started reading today? Check out
this post where you’ll ﬁnd 12 books to help you jumpstart a love
of reading (and prepare you to be a lifestyle entrepreneur).
Goodreads – This is a social network dedicated to reading. Use it
to ﬁnd books and see reviews, and check out what your friends
are reading. You can ﬁnd quite a few great books on here you
might have never thought about before.
Your Local Library – Yup, libraries are ﬁlled with great resources,
all for free. And, most libraries now also feature online books
and audio resources in addition to all the traditional stuﬀ.

2) Write Everyday
As with anything in life, practice makes perfect.
If you limit your writing to 3 tweets a month, you’re probably not
going to improve much.
But if you write every day, you’ll begin to notice the process becoming
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easier. Thoughts becoming clearer. And most importantly, you’ll begin
to enjoy it more.
It’s always more fun to do things we’re good at. Writing is no diﬀerent.
A great way to do this is by committing to a certain number of words
every day.
Chris shoots for 1,000 words a day. As does Srini. Our community
manager Liz started with 500 and has seen that habit lead to
productivity gains in other aspects of her life as well.
And if you’re someone like me whose entire business is built around a
blog and the internet? Well the more I write, the more successful I
become.
Need a little help writing everyday? These 16 writing tools will get you
on the right track.

3) Start a Blog
Speaking of blogs, one of the best ways to become a writer, is quite
simply to become a writer!
The fastest way to do this is to start a blog.
Starting a blog completely changed my life. This site began as Location
180 way back in 2009 and has led to living a life I could have never
imagined.
The positive eﬀects of starting happened quickly, tool. Just look at
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these 56 reasons. I was able to write this less than a year after I began
this site.
Not sure what to write about? I wasn’t either. Just go back and look at
my Archives from the Summer of 2009 – I was clueless, and my writing
was pretty rough as well.
But I wrote about whatever I was interested in or thinking about, and
over time the niche and topics began to become clearer, the same will
happen for you.
Here’s everything you need to get going: The Step by Step Guide to
Setting up Your First Blog.

4) Read “Everybody Writes” by Ann
Handley
When people ask me for steps on how to become a better writer – I
always tell them to read Everybody Writes.
It fully recognizes the concept that we’re always writing, marketing,
and promoting – even if we don’t realize it.
It helps you speciﬁcally focus on writing engaging and interesting
content that will do well online.
Other books I recommend on the topic are:
Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life by Anne
Lamott
The War of Art by Steven Pressﬁeld
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5) Enroll in an Online Writing Course
We just talked about my favorite book for aspiring writers, but what
about people that really want to go all in and truly start honing their
crafts?
There are a lot of diﬀerent courses online for people who want to
become writers.
My favorite is CopyHour.
This focuses speciﬁcally on how to become a better copywriter, or
how to be more persuasive with your words. It takes a fair
unconventional approach, but works and is how I improved my own
skills.
You can ﬁnd a good list of free online courses to help improve your
writing here.

6) Find a Place to Get Real Critiques
This is a problem, not just with writers, but with creatives or business
people as a whole.
Often times it can be diﬃcult to get real feedback from people
because those closest to you want you to feel good.
They would rather be nice and polite than tell you what you really
need to hear.
When you’re trying to improve your writing skills, this is horrible. The
last thing you want is to keep repeating bad habits, or spending hours
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crafting work that isn’t interesting.
Your mom is probably not the best person to critique your work.
Neither is your signiﬁcant other.
Find either a business peer or mentor you trust, or you can ﬁnd
communities online to get real feedback.

Forums for writing critiques:
Location Rebel Academy – We’re constantly giving our members
feedback on their content writing, their websites, and their
approach to ﬁnding clients. We’re friendly, but ﬁrm, and while
we’ll always complement the things you’re doing well, we’ll never
just tell you what you want to hear.
Writing Forums – These forums tend to focus on ﬁction writing,
but can be a great place to get feedback on the style of your
writing, and to get ideas as well.
Legend Fire – This is a forum speciﬁcally for writing critiques.
Again it generally focuses on creative writing but is an excellent
starting point.

7) Start Journaling
This is a common thread I’ve seen among many of my most successful
entrepreneur friends – they journal.
Sometimes just for 5 minutes a day, some for an hour.
Journaling will not only help you organize your thoughts and prioritize
tasks or initiatives but by writing in it on a regular basis, you’re writing
will begin to improve.
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As we mentioned earlier, the most important thing you can do to
become a writer is to write. Journaling can be an easy way to start
doing that, without the pressure of having to publicize any of it.

Here are three journals I’ve used:
Moleskine – This is the best one you can get for writing, hands
down. No prompts, just empty pages for you to write out your
thoughts.
Productivity Planner – This was given to me by a friend of mine,
and I think it’s great. If the idea of writing in a journal every day is
intimidating, start with this. It helps you focus on your daily and
weekly tasks. By writing in it daily, you start to build that habit,
which you can, in turn, translate into more freeform journal
writing.
Self Journal – Very similar to the Productivity Planner above, but
taking a focus on gratitude and tracking small actions every day.

I’ve been using my Self Journal for the last month or so.
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8) Practice Becoming More
Conversational
This might be the best piece of writing advice I’ve ever received. One
of the ﬁrst guest posts I’d ever written was for the personal ﬁnance
site Get Rich Slowly.
The guy behind the site JD Roth, told me numerous times during
revisions, “be more conversational and relaxed, u s e m o r e c o n t r a c t i o n s ! ”
Online the more conversational you are, the easier your writing is to
read, the more relatable and trustworthy you become, and the better
your ﬂow of writing becomes.
Comparing my writing in 2009 to now, you’ll notice many more
contractions and a very conversational tone.
I have JD to thank for that.

9) “Write Drunk, Edit Sober”
This is the famous quote attributed to Hemmingway, that I think has a
lot of validity to it. (Even though most agree Hemmingway
didn’t actually coin the term.
Sure you can take it literal if you want, but the way I personally
interpret it is let your writing be creative and free-ﬂowing.
Don’t get bogged down in research, adding links, formatting, or
overthinking.
Just write.
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Then go back with fresh eyes to add edit, revise, format, and to make
sure all of the claims you made during your initial draft you know, are
actually true.
Hemmingway may not have written drunk, but he sure knew how to
pick the good spots in Havana. This was at Hotel Ambos Mundos
where he wrote For Whom the Bell Tolls:

Derek and I with our buddy Clay at Hotel Ambos Mundos in Havana, Cuba.

10) Recognize Why You Want to
Become a Writer
There are a nearly limitless number of good reasons to become a
writer.
But you have to know which of those reasons are the reasons
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that you want to become a better writer.
As with anything, you can only hone your craft and get better at skills
if you have the proper motivation behind it.
So what is your motivation?
Is it to write more compelling Facebook posts to prove to your friends
how great your life really is? Is it to get the attention of inﬂuencers
with your cheeky and cleverly crafted emails?
Is it to become a world famous sci-ﬁ author?
Whatever the reason is that you’re trying to learn how to become a
writer, know the reason, and focus on it during your quest to improve
your skills.

Want to Learn How to Make Money
Oﬀ Your Writing?
Take our free 6 part email course, to learn why freelance writing is the
absolute easiest way to start making money on the internet.
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